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>t v.'l.. -' Koasfcl and his wife, Rosemary* dined’ Kith us. at 
hoqa ,on 25 October 1966* 


"ssr"- 3* W$sool said that the decision anaouo.ced.tfca' 

.i;O c V yprevioua - day to move tho NATO Political Counoil from Parle . 
#4£' ;-/a.'\-t?o Brussels now olearod the way Tor o docialon on the future . 
<&.>?,■/ fp#t. -tho Military Standing Group; se believe o that it is 
K%y probably that it will bo moved to Brussels to be moro. 

>r>r' r , cloasljr aaooclated with the Council* o ^ 

' • 4. \dQBpQl- hello veB/hlB / ^owh ' aasignasni; jbo the ''Standing , 

■ '.Group', will^ "logically bo terainated at the time the. movo to • 

' A- , ’Bruosola is made. He would prel'ar to remain In Ivcehioston 
. to this assignment as long as the Group remains hero) since 
. v ho already has bo'en here, throe years ho hopos that he lo not 
' - involved ia a move to Brussels. '* . ' 
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5. In August I 966 Defenso Hinioter von Has.ool wroto 
a letter to Chancellor Erhard. recommending that Weasel be 
designated as the successor to Gehlen as head o£ tho German 
Intelligence Service*. This proposal apparently emerged 
from the discuss lone leading to the designation of Trottnor’a 
ouccesDor. Becausa. of hio rank/ weasel can losiceily bo 
■conGidcroti,..only' for-;. three posts In either Bonn or tho; NATO 
struoturo; ell -have fairly recently been .filled, Weaool 
. said thht he had a long letter from.' Gehlen’ tho previous week • 
which ended, with an aseurance' that Qohlen's plana for V/oodqI 
• • ' DECLASS IF I EO ANAJitLEASiDn: ; ;; 

1 CENTRAL IMTELLIfi E-N : C t ^ AG.’E N 

' S OU R C E S ME THUDS EXEMP T I'Qi 3B2B' • 

.. r ..’Z NAZI WAR CR1MES0I S CLOSURE ACT ' , 

■ DATE 2 DOS 
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had not changed* ' Gincd Gehlen ha® conalafcently for many . • 

: ycarD' ispo!:etv of vrooiot go hia probable succssoor, this ■ 

would ceem to indicate that Oelxlen la also .. aware.- of .'recent V ;.: 

! ’ 'i:''-: -' 'fictivlty-in.thib :nafcvq^U-”-; ••' »•’•• -.• • -v- v ;; 'v/^ -•'■■•.■• ■'•r-r. ^ 

••:..• •’• .... ••• ,\,r -■■::■■ *?.; .*■,■■/....■** •;; V'V<;^(M r . *»» 

■'"•• •’• -6* ' 'VcsSel-hes taken tie "actions’ In fecont yaard'-fco . "'• 

';■ support, bid own x&rulidacy for. fcfe^l* 0 ®. ®S0 post* . Hi o wife 
i : to strongly .opposed: to hlff returri’fco thoiKSlj she has bcbn : . -' 
a highly ouccsssful'hostooa la Washington' abd obviously ' • 
enjoyo an existence unburdened by .the demands of Ufa in 
tuo E&D with which- she. Is quite familiar* • •„•.■ • 
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7. Vessel assumes that Gehlen will otay cn until " a . .•< 
at least oarly 1968j hlo own assignment to the- BED In 1967. =•.<- \ 

aa deputy la an obvious poaolbllity. ' Also, ho does not • 

rnalo cat tho poaolbllity that Qenoral Woodland £Qt wondt 3 •■ .;; 

Holm) night bo named to tho number 1 peat of tho ESD.lf . .< 
Gehlen ratiro3. it is my impression that Vescol- lo entirely... , : 
related and quite flexible regarding "his own future. "' .„ v. . : 

. .. •■••■' ^ /••*>’ V- ? .cy ' ■• •• •. ' V i 

‘ 8. > 2 place i'easol among the two or threo most Intelligent,;^ 
baladcod and oophlsticated senior Gorman officlalo known t o: ^\- : £. 
mo. Hlo years in Paris with Spsldal, his exp ore lace m 
as J~2 end later a Division Commander, and, finally, hl3'.. /; •W V :N 

NATO Standing Group Jiavo brought 
not undistinguished boginnlns cs- .. s -.V-c*'.- .'A 
"Forolgn Armies East*’ during tho •'. 
eloping months -of W II. ••; 

•v • 9* : 7 -have no evidence that Vessel has-i^naainad in- ' 
blood toistSt With the BHDj specifically, thebe hava bean' do • 
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Indlcatlono of hia convoraatlono with me having been ropdri. 
to Gohlen. "■.While hia relations with the' local ESC) repreesntai.. •:< 
tivo, c d , have been cordial, it id qulto clear that- 

he dcoa not report to him. For example, Veasol'D .eonvarsatind- 
with the Director ldadlng to the Invitation to. Odhloa to vicit.^ t '-^ 
Washington wae not coosnunicated toy Wesuel to either s_ 3 
to .aehionr ••• \ *.i 

id,' Vera vassal to otabrge n* ; head of the •Ctenaan-. Sojpyida^.' * V-^.; 
I wotild Tib-vc quite a lot to eay regarding.! tho- • Wn8oquoftcsca v *i;,7 >• V ^cj 
of.thla eppointmant to CIA and to tha tJSO nnd fcha. ctaaner, ip,V'. . 
'which -ClA’e relation®' with the Ed), under hi® ieafiarahip^./iS^:. 

• • chould'- be .cohducted.’l ••.. ;•'• -'' 
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' V.‘ . 

• ’■ v u. .'tjn )ih».^oie, v tha current . crisioin Germany's _ “ 
political lccde4*Shij> would .hot eeen. to ba danaglng to ? 
the pronpeftta of olthor.Gehlon or Weasel. I tiould gaeoo 
that weasel, vhb this point,' enjoys respects' in.,. many German 
ftovernnent Vend political circle s-»Quite.: independent of,— ... 
and in come -Instance# in spite of, his long association 
with Oohlen, - ,' : ‘ 

[$! James H. Critchlield 

JAKES H. CRITCHPIBLD 
Chief, Near East and 

*. *■ South Asia Division 
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